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Dear colleagues,

We would like to welcome you to the eighth issue of our Energy
Transition and Carbon Pricing (ETCP) Project Newsletter,
aiming to provide you with ongoing activities and project
progress. 

During the anti-COVID-19 special period, our project activities
have to be postponed. For purpose of knowledge sharing and
project promotion, we recently launched a podcast called "REEI
Commentary on Energy and Climate Change Reports from
Think Tanks" (In Chinese) on Ximalaya, China's largest audio
platform. We hope that through this interpretation, more
Chinese listeners will understand the current status and latest
development trends of energy and climate change policies.
Similarly, in the future, we intend to interpret the energy and
climate change reports of Chinese think tanks to enable
overseas listeners to understand the Chinese insights on these
two inssues. 
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Cornavirus could trigger biggest fall in
carbon emissions since World War Two

Carbon dioxide emissions could fall by the
largest amount since World War Two this year
as the coronavirus outbreak brings economies
to a virtual standstill, according to the chair of
a network of scientists providing benchmark
emissions data. Rob Jackson, who chairs the
Global Carbon Project, which produces widely-
watched annual emissions estimates, said
carbon output could fall by more than 5% year-

The important health benefits of preventing
coal lock-in in Mongolia

http://en.reei.org.cn/
http://en.reei.org.cn/


on-year — the first dip since a 1.4% reduction
after the 2008 financial crisis.

                                      Reuters | Read more

Mongolia has relied mostly on coal- and oil-
fired power plants in the past. Recent analysis
by NewClimate Institute has estimated
the direct impacts of growing coal capacity in
Mongolia on human health: Operations of
coal-fired power plants could cause 1,600
premature deaths / 42,000 years of life lost
between 2020 and 2050. Around 70% of these
negative impacts will be caused by new power
plants included in coal capacity expansion
plans of the Ministry of Energy. 

                NewClimate Institute | Read more

China may delay submitting climate plans
aimd economic slowdown

China could delay submitting it climate plans
at least until after the US presidential election
in November as officials focus on reviving the
economy from an unprecedented slowdown,
experts have warned. The impact of the
coronavirus pandemic on the climate
diplomacy timetable has thrown uncertainty
over when China, the world’s largest emitter,
will issue updated climate policies to the UN.
Such plans are due to be submitted this year.

                 Climate Home News | Read more

China's NDRC finalizes 2020 solar subsidy
policy

The National Development and Reform
Commission (NDRC) of China has finalised its
solar PV subsidy policy for 2020, taking into
account the permitting rules set by the
National Energy Administration (NEA) for the
construction of new projects. According to the
Ministry of Finance (MOF) of China, the total
subsidy for solar PV will be halved compared
to 2019 and will average CNY1.5bn
(US$214m) in 2020.

                                    Enerdata | Read more

Japan submits updated emissions plan,
leaving carbon target unchanged

Japan has maintained its carbon emissions
reduction target in its updated emissions plan
submitted to the United Nations as part of an
international process to address climate
change. The government stuck to its 2030
target of cutting emissions by 26% from 2013
levels in submitting its Nationally Determined
Contribution to the UN.

                                      Reuters | Read more

South Korea to close up to 28 coal-fired
power plants in March

South Korea plans to temporarily close 21 to
28 coal-fired power units in March 2020, in a
bid to reduce air pollution. Up to 16 coal-fired
power units may be stopped for planned
maintenance, 4 old coal-fired power units and
up to 8 other units would be concerned by this
March 2020 shutdown. In addition, South
Korea will cap the operations of the remaining
coal-fired power units (up to 37) at 80%.

                              Asian Power | Read more

Emissions Trading Worldwide: Status
Report 2020, International Carbon Action
Partnership (ICAP)
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Since 2014, ICAP publishes its annual status
report, 'Emissions Trading Worldwide: Status
Report', which provides a comprehensive
round-up on the state of play on emissions
trading around the globe. The ICAP Status
Report takes stock of the latest
policy developments, highlighting major trends
and areas of policy debate, and provides
detailed factsheets on all ETSs under
consideration or operating worldwide.

                                                    >> Download

Global Electricity Review 2020, Ember

Coal-fired power generation fell by 3%
globally, also the largest fall since 1990,
research by independent climate think tank
Ember showed. The drop in Europe was 24%,
driven by a switch to renewables, while U.S.
coal-fired generation was down 16% because
of more competitive gas. However, China
bucked the trend with a rise as it became
responsible for half of global coal-fired power
generation. Wind and solar power generation
rose by 270 terrawatt hours, or 15%, last year.

                                                    >> Download

The Mongolian electricity sector in the
context of international climate mitigation
efforts, NewClimate Institute

This report provides a synthesis of the results
of three years of supporting governmental and
non-governmental constituencies with
analytical support for the energy supply sector.
At the core of the work were two strands. 1)
Scenario analysis to support the
understanding of the implication of the long
term temperature goals of the Paris
Agreement for the Mongolian electricity supply

http://en.reei.org.cn/upload/file/20200326/1585215817610351.pdf
https://ember-climate.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Ember-2020GlobalElectricityReview-Web.pdf


sector. 2) Analysis of socio-economic impacts
of the energy transition.

                                                    >> Download

Webinar: The Energy Transition: the knows
& unknows

06 May | 14:00 UK

Webinar: Powering Down Coal Spring 2020
Update

27 May│14:00 UK

IEA Clean Energy Transitions Summit

09 July | Paris, France

3rd Annual Congress on Environmental
Pollution and Health

03-04 August | Hanoi, Vietnam

International New Energy Summit 2020

24-25 September | Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia

ASEAN Wind Energy 2020

15-16 October | Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

** Please note due to COVID-19 these events might be postponed. To find out more information
please visit their official websites**
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